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Rhetorical Analysis Essay Format 

1. Introduction 

• Hook: Begin with a hook that grabs the reader's attention. This could be a striking 

quote, a thought-provoking question, a relevant anecdote, or a surprising fact. 

• Context: Provide some background information about the text or speech you are 

analyzing. Mention the author/speaker, title, date of publication or delivery, and the 

intended audience. 

• Thesis Statement: Present your main argument or thesis. This should include the 

purpose of the text, the rhetorical strategies you will discuss, and your overall evaluation 

of their effectiveness. 

 

2. Body Paragraph 1: Analysis of Rhetorical Strategies 

• Ethos, Logos, and Pathos: Discuss the author's or speaker's use of ethos (appeals 

to credibility), logos (appeals to logic), and pathos (appeals to emotions). Identify 

specific examples of each and explain how they contribute to the overall argument or 

message. 

• Rhetorical Devices: Analyze the use of rhetorical devices such as simile, 

metaphor, imagery, alliteration, anaphora, and so on. Explain how these devices enhance 

the text's persuasiveness or impact. 

 

3. Body Paragraph 2: Style and Tone 
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• Discuss the author's or speaker's writing style and tone. Consider whether the 

style is formal, informal, conversational, or academic, and how it aligns with the 

intended audience. Examine the tone of the text, whether it's persuasive, 

informative, critical, or motivational, and its impact on the audience. 

 

4. Body Paragraph 3: Structure and Organization 

• Examine the text's structure and organization. Is it a traditional essay with an 

introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion? Or does it follow a different 

structure? How does this structure affect the overall effectiveness of the text? 

 

5. Conclusion 

• Restate your thesis statement and summarize the key points of your analysis. 

Offer your final assessment of the text's effectiveness in achieving its intended 

purpose and persuading or informing the audience. 

• Discuss the broader significance of the text or speech and its relevance in a larger 

context. 

• Provide some closing remarks that leave the reader with a lasting impression or 

something to think about. 

 


