
 

Debating Gun Control in the US 

 

Gun control is a contentious issue in the United States. On one side of the debate, proponents for 

stronger gun control argue that it will lead to a decrease in gun-related deaths and injuries. On the other 

side, opponents of gun control say that it would threaten their right to bear arms under the Second 

Amendment. Let’s take a look at both sides of this debate and examine how they stack up.  

 

The Pros of Gun Control: Proponents for stricter gun control laws point to statistics such as those from 

2018 which showed nearly 40,000 fatalities due to firearms in the US alone, accounting for more than 60 

percent of all firearm related deaths worldwide. Because guns are so easy to obtain in America, there is 

an increased risk of mass shootings occurring within its borders — something that can be curtailed with 

tougher gun laws. Further research has also shown that states with strong gun control regulations tend 

to have fewer incidents of homicide, suicide, and accidental firearm deaths than those without such 

regulations.  

 

The Cons of Gun Control: Opponents of gun control argue that citizens have a constitutional right to 

bear arms under the Second Amendment and should not be restricted from doing so. They also point 

out that criminals will still find ways to obtain firearms regardless if there are stricter laws or not and 

cite examples from countries like Mexico where strict gun laws have failed to quell violence caused by 

criminal organizations who use firearms extensively. Finally, they believe that more guns do not 

necessarily equal more crime — instead noting how some countries like Switzerland have high rates of 

firearm ownership yet low levels of violent crime as evidence against this claim.  

 

Though both sides bring up valid points in their arguments for or against stricter gun control regulations, 

it is ultimately up to lawmakers and citizens alike to decide what measures should be taken when it 

comes to firearms ownership in the United States. No matter what decision is made however, we must 

keep safety at heart while allowing people the freedom they need when protecting themselves and their 

families from harm's way. After all, this is what our country was founded upon - life and liberty being 

held above all else! 

 


