
Argumentative Essay About Death Penalty 
Should Be Abolished 

 

The death penalty should be abolished. It is a cruel and unusual punishment that 

has been used throughout history and in many countries, but it should no longer 

be an acceptable form of punishment. Studies have shown that the death penalty 

does not deter crime, and there are numerous cases of wrongful convictions 

which cannot be undone if the person is executed. It also disproportionately 

affects minority populations and people with mental illness. Furthermore, it is an 

inhumane form of state-sanctioned revenge that should not be condoned by any 

civilized society. 

 

The death penalty does not deter crime; instead, it serves as a type of closure for 

the victim’s family and friends. However, there is no evidence that it actually 

prevents crime. In fact, some studies have suggested that when states with the 

death penalty abolish it, violent crime decreases. Furthermore, capital 

punishment can be costly and lengthy due to appeals and other legal processes. 

This money could be better spent on social programs that would benefit society 

as a whole instead of punishing one individual. 

 

Another major problem with the death penalty is its potential for wrongful 

convictions. Although there are safeguards to try and prevent this from occurring, 

many innocent people have been convicted and even executed. Once a person is 

put to death, it cannot be undone; thus, any mistakes made in the legal system 

are irreversible. The risk of executing an innocent person is simply too great and 

should not be taken lightly. 

 

The death penalty also disproportionately affects minorities, people with low 

incomes, and those with mental illness. Research has shown that these groups are 

more likely to receive the death penalty than other populations. This is due to a 



combination of factors including unequal access to legal representation, 

discrimination based on race or economic status, and a lack of understanding of 

mental illness. Furthermore, the death penalty is rarely used against those who 

commit white collar crimes; instead, they receive more lenient sentences that 

involve probation or community service. 

 

The death penalty should not be condoned by any civilized society. It is an 

inhumane form of state-sanctioned revenge that does not directly benefit society. 

It does not serve as a deterrent for crime, and instead of providing closure for 

victims’ families, it only serves to compound the tragedy of their loved one’s 

death. Furthermore, it disproportionately affects minority populations and those 

with mental illness and is prone to wrongful convictions. For these reasons, the 

death penalty should be abolished. 

 

In conclusion, the death penalty should no longer be an acceptable form of 

punishment and should instead be abolished. It is a cruel and unusual punishment 

that does not serve to deter crime and can lead to wrongful convictions. 

Furthermore, it disproportionately affects minority groups and those with mental 

illness. For these reasons, the death penalty should be abolished and replaced 

with more humane forms of punishment. It is time for society to take a stand 

against this inhumane practice and abolish the death penalty once and for all. 

 


