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I. Introduction  

a. Hook: Start by grabbing your reader’s attention with a thought-provoking quote, story, or statistic.  

b. Background information: Provide the necessary context for your argument and research that you 

have done about the topic.  

c. Thesis statement: State your position on the topic in one clear sentence without any ambiguity or 

generalizations.  

 

II. Body Paragraphs  

a. Topic sentence: Present an argument in support of your thesis using evidence from credible sources 

like statistics, facts, quotes from experts, etc.  

b. Explain how each piece of evidence supports your point of view while addressing counterarguments 

to anticipate potential objections from readers who may disagree with your position. 

c. Transition sentence: Connect each point to the following one while remaining on-topic and relevant.  

 

III. Conclusion  

a. Restate your thesis statement and summarize the main points of your argument in a concise manner.  

b. Synthesize the evidence presented and provide a call-to-action for readers to consider your position 

or take some form of action after reading your essay.  

c. Final thought: Leave readers with something to think about in order to drive home your point and 

make a lasting impression on them.  

 

IV. References  

a. List all sources cited throughout the essay in alphabetical order according to the author’s last name 

using either MLA or APA style formatting guidelines (depending on the assignment).  

b. Include any additional material that was consulted while researching or writing your paper but not 

directly used as evidence within it such as interviews, reports, etc.  

c. Proofread and double-check each reference for accuracy before submitting your essay.  

 


