
5-paragraph Argumentative Essay Example 2: 

 

The death penalty is a highly controversial issue in modern society. Proponents of the death penalty 

argue that it serves as a deterrent to crime, while opponents believe that it is immoral and violates 

human rights. To make my stance clear, I firmly believe that the death penalty should be abolished 

because it is cruel and inhumane, there is no reliable evidence that it acts as a deterrent to crime, and 

there are other options available for punishing criminals.  

 

First of all, the death penalty is cruel and inhumane. Executions are often done in a manner that is 

painful and traumatic to the person being killed. This violates the human right to life and dignity, as well 

as basic standards of morality. 

 

Second, there is no reliable evidence that the death penalty acts as a deterrent to crime. Studies 

conducted over the years have consistently shown that states with the death penalty do not experience 

lower murder rates than those without it, suggesting that it does not actually discourage people from 

committing heinous crimes. 

 

Third, there are other options available for punishing criminals. Life imprisonment without parole is one 

option, as is community service or restitution. These options not only provide justice to victims and their 

families, but they also give offenders the opportunity to make amends for their crimes and contribute 

positively to society. 

 



Finally, it is important to consider the ethical implications of capital punishment. Killing a person 

deliberately goes against our most basic values of respect for human life, and it is wrong to use it as a 

tool for retribution. 

 

In conclusion, I believe that the death penalty should be abolished because it is cruel and inhumane, 

there is no reliable evidence that it acts as a deterrent to crime, and other options are available for 

punishing criminals. It should never be used as a means of retribution and its use should be condemned 

by all.  

 


